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WCSA AlumNEWS
FROM AGGIE TO CUSTOM BIKE KING: DONNIE SMITH ’60
Over the decades, custom motorcycling has seen
good times and bad. Motorcycle builders have been
on the top of the heap and relegated to the back
alley. But for the faithful, those ingrained wrenches
and riders who long ago claimed biking as their
life’s work, custom motorcycles are as sublime and
necessary as ever.
Among those few stalwarts who succeeded in the
game is Donnie Smith, a man known for his custom
creations not only in the Midwest but around the
world.
He’ll be the first to tell you that his early riding
experiences didn’t exactly predict a happy life on two
wheels; no, motorcycles were not his first choice. It
was Uncle Elwood that got Donnie involved in bikes.
Donnie was raised on his parents’ dairy farm in
Donnelly, Minnesota. He graduated from the West
Central School of Agricutlure in 1960, and moved
to Minneapolis soon after. After a two-year tour of
duty with the United States Army, Donnie returned
to Minneapolis and set up a performance car shop
in Minneapolis
One day in the early ‘70s Elwood brought his
Sportster into the drag race shop Donnie ran with
his brother, Happy, and buddy Bob Fetrow; he

wanted them to rake the
bike’s neck. “We were three
farm kids; we thought rake
was something you did with
hay,” said Donnie. Though
they also had day jobs and
were busy working on the
Barracuda Funny Car they
planned to race, they did
their best for Elwood.
Soon Elwood’s friends
took notice and the shop—
Smith Brothers and Fetrow—
Donnie Smith
started getting more bike
yearbook photo 1960
work. A while later, when
someone wanted a Springer and there were none
to be found, the guys gave that a try, too. Then
girders, and tanks, and fenders and so it went.
After a year or so their bookkeeper said, “You
know, if you got rid of that race car you could make
a living out of this motorcycle thing.” So they did.
Now one of the top builders in the nation,
Donnie Smith Custom Cycles in Blaine,
Minnesota, produces motorcycling masterpieces.
Along with American Thunder Productions,
Donnie hosts “The Donnie Smith Bike Show” in
St. Paul.
Donnie was inducted into the Sturgis Hall of
Fame in 1995 and has lifetime achievement awards
from V-Twin and Hot Bike magazines. In 2010,
the mayor of Spearfish, South Dakota, proclaimed
March 28, 2010, to be “Donnie Smith Day” and
awarded Donnie a key to the city.

Information from Before Kustom Kulture was King: Tracing the Roots of Custom Biking
written by Marilyn Stemp [https://www.facebook.com/marilynstemp].

1979 custom built by Donnie Smith

GREETINGS FROM ALUMNI ASSOCIATION PRESIDENT
DAVID KILL ’60

Good afternoon on a blustery day in
early October. We just finished our Alumni
Association fall meeting in Morris and have
several exciting things to report on.
First of all was the successful Reunion,
held on July 15 with 129 registrations for the
event. I was particularly impressed with the number of attendees
from distant states. We had people from Arizona, Oregon,
and Nevada. Also, many people came from the surrounding
states of Wisconsin, Iowa and the Dakotas. We did not even
check their passports or Covid 19 vaccination cards. Another
Reunion item of note to me was the difficulty we had in getting
attendees to leave at the end of the day. I am joking about this
because everyone was so engrossed in visiting that they did not
realize how the time had sped by.
The second item of note was the announcement of the two
scholarship recipients for this school year. We agreed that at
future Reunions we would have our scholarship winners in
attendance. What better way to recognize them than with the
group that has made these scholarships possible.
Lastly, the Board has affirmed their intention to fully
support the WCSA Legacy Memorial at the WCROC garden.
Information was presented at the Reunion. At this time it is
important that the fundraising effort be maximized to get the
project completed as soon as possible.
The WCSA Board is always looking for suggestions for
improvement and anything you would like worked on. It is
your organization.
Stay warm until we talk again next spring.
Regards,
David Kill ’60

GREETINGS FROM DIRECTOR OF
ALUMNI ENGAGEMENT JENNIFER ZYCH
HERRMANN ’00

With autumn upon us, I find myself
reflecting on the year behind us and
what is yet to come.
The beautiful WCSA Alumni Garden
is sharing its last beauty before it sleeps
for winter. Many of you were able to stop
by and see the garden in full bloom over
the summer months or join us for coffee
and treats the morning of your annual
reunion.
The 2022 WCSA All-School
Reunion, held on July 15 was a great
success, with 129 Aggies coming together
to celebrate and share fond memories
of your school days. Enjoy the pictures
of your classmates taken at this year’s
Reunion in the following pages and
make sure to save the date for the 2023
All-School Reunion: July 14, 2023.
For those of you heading to warmer
climates for the winter, I wish you safe
travels. For those of you staying home,
I wish you a mild
winter. No matter
what comes our way,
I hope our paths
cross soon.
Remember you’re
always welcome on
campus - we love visitors!

Calendar of Events
February 13, 2023…………….Arizona WCSA Winter Reunion
February 15, 2023…………….Texas WCSA Winter Reunion
April 26, 2023…………………WCSA Alumni Association Board Meeting
July 14, 2023…………………..WCSA All-School Reunion
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2022 WCSA ALL-SCHOOL REUNION

Class of ’55
Front row: Janice Berg Arneson, Jan Oakstrom Johnson, Carol Dewey Erlandson, Richard Storck
Middle row: JoAnn Miller Wendt, Gurvin Femrite, Richard Sivertson, Robert “Bob” Torkelson
Back row: David Arneson, Lyle Maanum, Virgil Fults, Werner Goerke, Tallack Johnson, Stan
Weeding

Class of ’62
Front row: Charlotte Werpy, Diann Yost Madsen, Margo McIntyre, Diane Jerpseth Madsen,
Michael Madsen
Middle row: Dave Bromenshenkel, Phillip Schultz, Rod Winter David Renelt, Gerald Kleene,
Robert Meyer
Back row: Keith Kvistero, Vern Schmitz, David Larson, Donald Lende, Alan Fenner
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Class of ’50 & ’45
Front row: Edith “Peggy” Blakesley Horning,
Phyllis Gades Harste Back row: David Meyer,
Donald Beyer, Bob Rolfe ‘45

Class of ’57
Front row: Donald Kosen, Alvin Gunderson,
Randy Reigstad
Second row: Armand Aswege, Arlen Severson,
Francis Sykora

Class of ’63
Neil Schmidgall, Wilbur
Grunelwald, Darwin Danielson,
Tony Staebler, Ted Hegseth

Class of ’58 & ’59
Front row: Dean Travland ’58, LaVonne Schmock Dupree, LaVay Schmock Borresen,
Arnold Koehl
Back row: Carl Larson, Leon “Bud” Kopitski, Joani Thompson Eggum, Eddie Mason
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Class of ’54
Front row: Marilyn Larson Pattison ’51, Marlys Thorstad Charles, Edna Erickson Schaefer,
Adriene Akerson Horning
Back row: Allen Mumm. Gary Wendt, John Kvale, Theodore “Ted” Storck, James Dewey, Charles
Dupree, Ted Horning, Russell Erlandson

Class of ’61
Harvey Koehl, Darrell Zimmerman, Patricia Lesmeister
Nelson, Dennis Schmidgall, Dale Webb, Jerry Schuelke

Class of ’56
Front row: Shirley Hagen
Wendland, Ruby Sivertson
Torkelson
Back row: Loren Maahs, Bob Mack
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Class of ’53
Front row: Earl Hamer, Floyd Eliason, Shirley Schultz Currey, Irene Goerke Weeding
Second row: Kermit Stahn, John Lampert, Jennes Swenson, Bill Nigg, Bernard Meyer ’52

Class of ’60
Front row: Maurice Hamling, Norma Miller Bradow, David Kill, LuWanna Foslien
Hintermeister, Carol Pederson Meyer
Back row: Jerald Wohlers, David Krenz, Tom Payne, Dan Akerson, Kenwood Rund
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WCSA WINTER GATHERINGS IN WARM PLACES
Whether you’re a year-round resident of Texas or Arizona, a winter snowbird, or a visitor to
the Southwest, you are invited to attend these West Central School of Agriculture Alumni
Association warm-weather get-togethers. Please register in advance for these events so you
can be notified by the organizers of any changing plans or cancellations.

ARIZONA—FEBRUARY 13, 2023
The Arizona WCSA All-School Winter
Reunion is planned for Monday, February 13,
2023. Gather at 10 a.m. for conversation and a
noon meal at the ViewPoint RV and Golf Resort
(8700 East University Drive, Mesa, AZ 85207).
All are welcome. To make your reservation,
contact Karen (Kermit ’53) Stahn at kkstahn@
hometownsolutions.net or 320-815-9030.
Directions: From US 60, exit on Soussaman
Road, north about three miles to University;
right on University; and left on Hawes Road.
The resort is on Hawes Road.

CLASS NEWS AND “IN YOUR WORDS”
WCSA alumni love reading Class News, so please send
us your updates! Mail us a letter, give us a call, or
send us an email about your careers, families, travels,
hobbies, activities, and WCSA memories. We will
include your news in the next AlumNEWS. The deadline
for submission is February 27, 2023.
FUNDING FOR ALUMNEWS
Your donations fund AlumNEWS. Thank you to those
who have given in the past—we appreciate your support!
Checks to fund AlumNEWS can be made payable to the
University of Minnesota Morris and sent to the address
listed to the right.

TEXAS—FEBRUARY 15, 2023
WCSA Alumni are invited to gather for an
informal winter Texan reunion on Wednesday,
February 15, 2023, at 11 a.m. at Gatti’s
Pizza (4100 North Second Street, McAllen, TX
78504).
NOTE: Please RSVP with LaVonne Dupree ’59
at 701-640-4991 so she can easily share updates
with those that plan to attend.

AlumNEWS is published by the University of Minnesota
Morris. It is available in alternative formats upon
request. Class news, donations, comments, corrections,
and questions may be directed to:
Jennifer Zych Herrmann ’00
Director of Alumni Engagement
University of Minnesota Morris
Welcome Center, 600 East Fourth Street
Morris, Minnesota 56267-2132
320-589-6066
alumni@morris.umn.edu

ALUMNEWS ONLINE
WCSA AlumNEWS—along with WCSA photos and
history—is available online at alumni.morris.umn.
edu/wcsa-alumnews. If you would prefer to access
the newsletter exclusively online, please contact
us to request that your name be removed from the
conventional mailing list.
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Fondly Remembered…
Russell Kneeland ’48, 94 years young, of
Cambridge passed away May 4, 2021. He was born
on his parents’ farm on November 30, 1926.
He grew up on many different farms near Sauk
Centre. He graduated from West Central School
of Agriculture in 1948. After joining the army in
1944 and serving in Germany, he did some farming
with his Dad. Later he moved to Minneapolis and
worked at Unipress, then drove streetcar and bus
for Twin City Lines. He also sold insurance for a
while, was an insurance adjuster and drove semi
across the country. He retired from MTC as a safety
supervisor in 1987 and moved to Voyager Village,
Wisconsin. He spent winters in Hawaii and Texas.
He was a proud American flying a U.S. flag daily
and enjoying patriotic songs, country music, fishing
and hunting, playing golf, card games and camping
in his travel trailer with his family. One of his
most enjoyable and proudest trips was his Honor
Flight to Wasington, DC with his son, Gary. He is
survived by his wife of 71 years, Marilyn, three sons;
sister, grandchildren and great grandchildren.
Ardean Hauschild ’53, age 86, of Dumont,
Minnesota passed away on February 22, 2022
at his residence in Mesa, Arizona. Ardean Dale
Hauschild was born on May 16th, 1935 to Orrie
John Fred and Frieda Ida (Hartjen) Hauschild.
Ardean always looked on the brighter side of
things. He was not still, he lived life and included
all those he loved. Ardean was full of humor, had
a quick wit, insightful, wise, and genuine. He
will be remembered for his kindness and love that
could turn any stranger instantly into a friend.
He was a role model for what is most important,
“God, Family, and Country”. Ardean lived most
of his life on the family’s dairy farm near Dumont,
Minnesota. He attended and graduated from West
Central School of Agriculture. He then enlisted
into the U.S. Army and Army reserves. Ardean was
100% patriotic and knew he was blessed to be an
American. He served from 1954 to 1961. After he
retired from the Army he attended the University
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of Minnesota for two years. He met Darlene Gladys
Marsh at a dance at Four Corners and they were
married on April 11, 1959. Their marriage was
blessed with six children. Ardean was devoted to
his children, family, and friends. He made sure
his children attended church every Sunday, even
when he had been up since 5 a.m. milking the cows.
Ardean loved animals. A niece named the farm
“Dalmatian Plantation” after seeing a pasture full
Appaloosa horses, Holstein cows, and Dalmatian
dogs - all animals white with black spots. The
Hauschild six knew they could bring home any
stray or wild animal, which included a friend in
need at times. He made family trips to Sisseton
stock yards and Christmas shopping at Fleet Farm
seem like a trip to Disneyland. Ardean spent hours
welding in the garage creating something amazing.
He invented the tire “The Dual Help” years prior
to modern machinery. Ardean had many friends
in Dumont. Most who will admit he beat them in
pool. He always had a trophy in his hand. He also
spent years researching and collecting his family’s
history. He traveled to Germany on a pilgrimage to
retrace his roots, which he was very proud of.
Ardean was a devoted and proud American Legion
member. He was the first to be wherever needed.
In 1999, he was Commander of the 7th district
American Legion where he met Darlene Peterson.
They enjoyed 19 years of marriage which took them
on many adventures including American Legion
events, cruises, an Alaskan excursion, and much
time in the sun at their home in Mesa, Arizona.
Ardean is survived by his wife, Darlene Peterson
Hauschild, his six children, twelve grandchildren
and three great-grandchildren. He is also survived
by his sister and many nephews and nieces.
John Peternell ’60 of Albany, passed away
peacefully on Friday, July 29, 2022 ,at the Mother
of Mercy Nursing Home in Albany. John was born
August 28, 1941 in St. Cloud to Edward and Helen
(Omann) Peternell. John attended school in Saint
Stephen, Minnesota and high school at the West

Central School of Agriculture. He later became
a director of the WCSA Alumni Association. On
August 19, 1963, he was united in marriage to Lou
Ann Frie at St. Columbkille Catholic Church in St.
Wendel. John and Lou Ann, with the help of family
and friends, started Pioneer Days in Albany in 1975.
They owned and operated Peternell Implement
for over 40 years as well as several other associated
businesses. John was a member of Seven Dolors
Catholic Church in Albany, Stearns County Pioneer
Club, Rollag Threshers Reunion, and several others.
John enjoyed gardening, collecting, and attending
tractor shows. Survivors include his special friend,
JoAnn Mick; four sons, seven grandchildren, two
great-grandchildren, brother and sisters.

He is survived by his wife Laura Mae, his son, and
two grandchildren.

Douglas E. Koehl ’51, of Hancock passed away on
September 1, 2011. Douglas Ephraim Koehl, son
of Ephraim and Eunice (Pfister) Koehl was born
on March 17, 1934 at Fort Scott, Kansas. Doug
lived with his family in Kansas until 8th grade,
when they moved to Hancock. Doug graduated
from West Central School of Agriculture. In 1956,
Doug entered the United States Army serving his
country for two years. He was honorably discharged
in 1958 and returned to Hancock, where he worked
at Schmidgall Sand and Gravel. In 1965, Doug
recognized his need of a Savior and was baptized
into the Apostolic Christian Church. Doug started
Donald Walz ’62 passed away on December 8,
Midwest Equipment which he ran until he began
2021, at Regions Hospital, St. Paul. Don was
farming. Doug tenderly cared for his mother
born in Fergus Falls and grew up on a farm near
for many years. He was united in marriage to
Campbell with his two sisters and two brothers. He
Maxine Sauder on September 14, 2003, at the
went to grade school in a little country school near
Apostolic Church. The couple continued to live
Campbell, and graduated from the West Central
near Hancock, where Doug was active in the family
School of Agriculture. After attending the Wahpeton farming operation up until the time of his death.
School of Science, he graduated from North
He was a member of the Apostolic Christian
Dakota State University in 1968. Don met Laura
Church, where he served as usher for many years
Mae Steussy right after high school, and they were
and made his presence in the Sunday school area
married in 1971. The two moved to St. Paul, and had between services. In later years, he would not leave
two children, Doug and Deanna. Don worked as an
the house without filling his pockets with candy to
accountant for Fairway Foods in St. Paul, then as a
be handed out to any child who approached him in
payroll manager at St. Paul Ramsey Hospital where
his wheelchair. Doug and Maxine traveled often, as
he retired in 2012.
his health allowed. He was a loving husband, whose
Don never wanted to stay home, and he and his
sense of humor brightened the days. He thrived in
family often took trips. Using a pop-up camper,
the challenge of big hunts. Many have experienced
they went camping when the kids were younger. Don his game room where he willingly shared his stories.
and Laura Mae often went out dancing once the
As Parkinson’s disease advanced, Doug enjoyed going
kids were older. They enjoyed going to flea markets, for rides in the neighborhood, going out to eat, and
garage sales, estate sales and such, and went every
spending time with special neighbors: Logan and
year to a large antique sales gathering in Rochester.
his “Sweetie” or “Panda.” Logan and Mandy eagerly
They also enjoyed going to many small town county
assisted with little tasks to help Doug. His days were
fairs, and in retirement, enjoyed trips to the casinos. brightened by the many visits of his great-nieces and
For many years Don went deer hunting with his
great-nephews. He is survived by his wife Maxine;
brother Bob and duck hunting on their farm with
two brothers, four sisters; many nieces and nephews.
his younger brother Norman. When he wasn’t on
the move, he enjoyed reading non-fiction, especially Jacob “Jake” Koehl ’50 of Hancock, passed away at
about history. Don was a quiet, private man. During his home on Sunday, April 18, 2021. He was 88 years
his life he had many surgeries and illnesses, but he
old. Jacob Fred Koehl, son of Ephraim and Eunice
recovered from all of them except for the last one.
(Pfister) Koehl, was born July 26, 1932 in Fort
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Scott, Kansas. He grew up and attended country
school in Fort Scott. At the age of 14, his family
moved to a farm near Hancock, where he graduated
from the West Central School of Agriculture.
Following his schooling, Jake farmed with his father
before serving in the United States Army. After his
honorable discharge, Jake returned to Hancock
where he continued farming. Jake later became a
member of the Apostolic Christian Church. He
was united in marriage to Mary Kaiser on March
26, 1961, at the Apostolic Christian Church in
Morton. The couple moved to Hancock, where they
made their home. Jake continued farming and
also worked for DMI as a district representative for
many years. Mary passed away August 19, 2011. Jake
continued to live on his farm near Hancock until
the time of his death. He enjoyed hunting, fishing
and traveling. He took many fishing trips to Canada
and Lake of the Woods. He loved visiting with
people and showing pictures of his many hunting
adventures. Jake could always be found tinkering
in his shop. Following his retirement, Jake enjoyed
spending winters in Hawaii. Jake is survived by one
son; three grandsons; one brother, four sisters, one
sister-in-law, and several nieces and nephews.
Robert Lee Berg ’49, passed away Saturday, August
6, 2022, at the Stevens Community Medical Center
in Morris, Minnesota. He was 90 years old.
Bob was born March 3, 1932, in Graceville to Carl
and Bertha (Osterberg) He grew up on a farm in
rural Chokio. Bob was baptized and confirmed at
Trinity Lutheran Church in Johnson. He attended
his first years of schooling in a one room country
school, and at Trinity Lutheran Church School.
Later, Bob attended the West Central School of
Agriculture and the University of Minnesota in
Minneapolis for a short time before returning
to the family farm where he farmed alongside his
father, Carl.On March 8, 1953, he was united in
marriage to Audrey Mumm at Trinity Lutheran
Church. To this union six children were born.
They made their home on his family farm northwest
of Chokio, eventually taking over the farming
operation. Audrey passed away February 18, 2018.
Bob continued to live on the farm until the time
of his death. In his younger years, Bob served on
the Trinity Lutheran Church Board. He was also
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a member of the Morris Rifle Club, where he shot
on their target shooting team. Bob was an avid
outdoorsman and enjoyed hunting and fishing.
He had a lifelong love of aviation and anything that
flew. Bob will be remembered as a man with great
empathy for others and was always willing to help
anyone in need. He is survived by five children,
as well as nine grandchildren; two sisters; two
brothers-in-law; and a step-sister-in-law
Karen Grace Johnson ’57 passed away surrounded
by loved ones at her home in Clarkfield on Sunday,
August 7, 2022, at the age of 82. Karen was born on
February 23, 1940, at the Montevideo-Chippewa
County Hospital to Ervin and Grace (Schroeder)
Sulflow. She was baptized and confirmed at Trinity
Lutheran Church of Havelock Township. Karen
attended eight years of country school then four
years at the West Central School of Agriculture,
graduating in 1957. She worked at Northwestern
State Bank for six years. In 1962, Karen married
Alvern “Vernie” Johnson. This union was blessed
with two children, Todd and Melinda. Karen was
Vernie’s right-hand partner in farming for over 38
years. She was very active in the Augustana Lutheran
Church, serving as Sunday school teacher, youth
leader, ladies’ aid, and was church caretaker for
many years. In her later years she was giving of her
time through community work, especially with
Meals on Wheels and the food shelf. Karen enjoyed
spending time with her family, grandchildren,
and great-grandchildren. She enjoyed baking (her
chocolate chip cookies, kringla, and lefse were
enjoyed by many), gardening, and fishing at Maple
Lake. Karen will be greatly missed by her husband
Vernie; two children; six grandchildren; three greatgrandchildren; a sister; sister-in-law; and many
nieces and nephews.

WCSA LEGACY MEMORIAL

At the 2022 All-School Reunion, board member Darrell Zimmerman ’61 presented an article which he had
prepared after extensive research about the history of WCSA attendees and their studies:

WEST CENTRAL SCHOOL OF AGRICULTURE
1910-1963
On October 3, 1910, the West Central School of Agriculture opened in Morris with 103
students as the first agriculture school of its kind in the United States. Minnesota government
leaders sought to create the school after recognizing many of the state’s farm kids did not
continue their education beyond 8th grade due to transportation challenges and work demands.
They established a boarding school with a six-month program, beginning in October each
year. The school quickly gained a reputation for providing farm kids a quality education in not
only reading, writing and arithmetic, but also in modern practices in agriculture and home
economics. Enrollment peaked in the 1947-48 school year with 455 students. The school
graduated a total of 3,030 students in its 53-year history with the last class graduating in 1963.
The school’s impact rippled across west central Minnesota’s farmland, equipping the youngest
generation with the skills needed to serve their families, prepare for their future and enrich
their communities. The West Central Experiment Station, later named the West Central
Research and Outreach Center (WCROC) now carries on the school’s legacy of pioneering
agricultural practices and enhances rural life.
Darrell Zimmerman and Esther Jordan from the WCROC went on to present their idea of a new project
that our Alumni Association could pursue to establish a legacy memorial at the WCROC Horticulture
Garden, specifically a plaque in the area of the Heritage Garden where former WCSA Teachers are
acknowledged, that features the above story. Questions about this project can be directed to the WCSA
Board of Directors.
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701-640-4991

Carol Pederson Meyer ’60
508 Irving Street
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320-763-5814

LuWanna Foslien Hintermeister ’60
3234 Prairie Road NE
Carlos, MN 56319-8106
320-852-7115

Wilbur Grunewald ’63
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9833 Oakland Ave S
Minneapolis, MN 55420-5052
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Donald Lende ’62
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Pelican Rapids, MN 56572
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Jerome Schuelke ’61
1628 331st Ave
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320-226-5253

Diane Jerpseth Madsen ’62
2042 Palisades Lane
Watertown, SD 57201-9400
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ELECTRONIC SERVICE REQUESTED

The garden in the south court at the Engineering Building in ca. 1930(left) and
the garden in the south court of the Welcome Center in 2022 (right).
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